
“Their boy became a Catholic priest”

In an unpublished memoir by Patty (Martha) TATLOW, daughter of Thomas GREEN and his
wife Martha MORRIS, there is mention that two of her great aunt’s “did well for themselves”
in marriage.   There is a short account of a cashier’s vacuum-operated system in their store,
and that Bella and/or Bertha provided some of their sisters and nieces with gowns to attend
balls such as that for the tenants of the Stanley estates in Cheshire.  Bella (Isabella) and Bertha,
were daughters of James HAMMOND and his wife Ann.  James and Ann had married in
1838 at Alderley, Cheshire – they farmed at Moss Farm, Gawsworth.  Another of their
daughters, Elizabeth (born 1844), married Samuel MORRIS: they were grandparents of Patty.

The Monningtons
Bella HAMMOND born December 1859 was, in 1881, living in digs in Sheffield where she
was working as a draper’s assistant.  Not far away, also in digs, was draper’s assistant Henry
James (Harry) MONNINGTON1, born 1852 in Herefordshire also of a farming family.  The
couple married in Huddersfield in 1884.  Their son’s birth was registered 1885 in Egremont,
Cheshire; it is possible Bella had been in a nursing home for the birth of Stanley.  They lived
in the Huddersfield area, at one time in a property known as Beech House.

It is another statement in that memoir which initiated research into this line of a family that
was largely Church of England.  A James HAMMOND was churchwarden at Gawsworth in
1861 – was this one and same as father of Bella & Bertha?  When talking about gt aunt Bella,
Patty recounted: “…their boy became a Catholic priest: … he became Fr Monnington and was
the family priest to the Duke of Norfolk at Arundel...”

Stanley Monnington
As there is no current family folklore about a Roman Catholic priest in the family, there was
question about the validity of the statement in the memoir.  Following an enquiry, the
librarian at Arundel Castle confirmed that Rev Stanley Monnington had been domestic
chaplain in 1937.  However, research into his Catholicism proved anything but
straightforward.  Eventually, it was a most helpful interpretation, by Fr Anselm Cramer at
Ampleforth, of the entry in the Catholic Directory that enabled the story to be unravelled.   Fr
Anselm advised that Stanley was listed as MA in the directory, this level of education was
apparently then unusual for a Catholic priest, and pointed to the possibility that Stanley was
a convert especially when coupled with the date of his ordination (19 Dec 1925) away from
the main groups of ordinations.

Stanley’s early education is unknown: perhaps he attended the King James Grammar School
local to his Yorkshire home.  He commenced attending the evangelical Dean Close School2 in
Gloucestershire as a teenager in the Lent term of 1901; he was a prefect and also a librarian at
the school.  In 1904 he matriculated (Oxford University, St John’s College) and attained his
BA on 17 December 1908.  A period followed at the Ely Theological College with Stanley
gaining his MA at Oxford on 27 November 19133.

According to Crockford’s Clerical Directories, Stanley served in a number of posts in Harrogate,
Surrey and two in London – Holborn and Clapham.  At what point Stanley took the decision
to convert to Roman Catholicism is open to conjecture, but it is understood that a number of
placements were at Anglican “high” churches.  It has to be noted that the aftermath of World
War I may also have had a bearing on his decision.  A rather roundabout route produced
contact with Fr Clifton, retired archivist at Southwark who generously provided a copy of

1 Family of Henry Monnington not researched.  In 1871 he was in digs in Manchester, when working in
drapery business.  Census shows him as born Combe, Herefordshire.  His birth is registered 1852
Presteigne registration district, Volume 11b pg150, Dec qtr.
2 School is protestant (Anglican) evangelical.  Detail confirmed by school archivist, Rev Whitley.
3 Oxford University archives confirmed details of matriculation, BA and MA.



Stanley’s obituary, which revealed much about the man who left the Anglican Church in
1921.  Fr Clifton advised that Stanley had spent much of his period of illness  (thought to be
Parkinson’s, or similar) with his mother in Harrogate – she died only three years before
Stanley.  This is the published obituary from the Southwark Diocese (RC):

The Reverend Stanley Monnington:  After a long and lingering illness of more than nine years, endured
with exemplary patience, Fr Stanley Monnington died at the Catholic Nursing Home, Lambeth, on 19th

August 1947.  Born in 1885, Stanley Monnington was educated at Dean Close School, Cheltenham, St
John’s Oxford and at Ely Theological College.  He received Anglican Orders and served as a clergyman
in the Church of England from 1910 until 1921.  On his conversion to the Catholic Church, he desired to
become a priest, and studied at St John’s Seminary, Wonersh.  In view of his age and the fact that his
health, even then, was delicate, Fr Monnington was permitted to live in rooms outside the Seminary, to
which he would come for lectures and the usual spiritual exercises.  One might have thought that this
would have made a gulf between him and the other students, but in spite of the disparity of age, Fr
Monnington always showed himself a pleasant and congenial companion, and his quiet, unassuming
manners made him very welcome when he joined the Community at recreation.  His tastes were
definitely literary, and he had made a special study of the works of Walter Pater.  He was also an
accomplished pianist, and a very popular item of the Seminary concerts was often provided by him.  He
was ordained priest on 12 December 1925 and served the Visitation Convent, Walmer from January
1926 to the following August.  He then went as curate to Arundel, and in 1933 was appointed chaplain
to Avisford School.  In November 1934 he became curate at the Sacred Heart Church, Hove and in 1937
was nominated Parish Priest of Arundel.  He was compelled by ill health to resign in January 1939, but
his short tenure of office at Arundel was exceedingly successful and his resignation caused the greatest
regret.
Father Monnington’s funeral took place at Harrogate, where he had spent most of the time since his
retirement.

Stanley’s father had died in 1915, and his mother in 1944: all three are interred together at
Harlow Hill Cemetery, Harrogate.  The memorial inscription reads:

TO THE BELOVED MEMORY OF

HENRY JAMES MONNINGTON
WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE ON

SEPTEMBER 20TH 1915
IN HIS 63RD YEAR

ALSO ISABELLA
WIFE OF ABOVE WHO DIED

SEPTEMBER 19TH 1944
IN HER 85TH YEAR

“REQUIESCANT IN PACE”
AND OF

STANLEY MONNINGTON MA OXON
CATHOLIC PRIEST
SON OF THE ABOVE

DIED 19TH AUGUST 1947
IN HIS 63RD YEAR

ON WHOSE SOULS SWEET JESUS HAVE MERCY.

Thus this part of the memoir proved correct: one wonders what grandfather James would
have thought had he been alive to see his grandson become a Catholic priest.

The Kayes
Bertha HAMMOND, aunt of Stanley, had married in 1876 at Prestbury Parish Church
(Cheshire) to Alfred KAYE, who was born in 1844 at Farnley Tyas, near Huddersfield.  He
was the son of George, a provision dealer and had a sister, Selina.  Alfred’s brother-in-law,
Edmund Dyson SHAW travelled to Prestbury for the marriage where he was a witness.
Alfred & Bertha first lived in Leeds, where their son Albert was born in 1878, by 1881 they
had moved to King Street, Huddersfield where the census shows them as drapers.



The Trimming House
At some point the two brothers-in-law (Harry MONNINGTON and Alfred KAYE) went into
business together as trimming merchants; previously Alfred, like Harry, had been a draper
and in 1891 both were described as “draper” in the census.  As far as can be established, it is
the sisters who brought these two men together.   “The Trimming House” was a three-storey,
substantial building on the corner of King Street and Market Walk in Huddersfield.  The
earliest mention of Alfred Kaye is an entry in the 1884 Huddersfield Directory which gives him
as a draper at nos. 9 and 11 King Street, on the corner of Market Walk; in the 1900 directory
the business is listed as Kaye and Monnington, trimmings, at no. 9 King Street4.   In the first
half of the 20th century there was a major departmental store in the same area by the name of
Kayes.  However, investigations suggest that the family of Thomas Kaye who owned Kayes
departmental store was not the same family.  Thomas Kaye’s sons, Norman and William,
bought-out Kaye & Monnington in 1908 as the two shops had been in ‘direct competition’
with each other: Thomas Kaye’s business was “drapery”.

 “The Trimming House” was depicted in a contemporary drawing of around 1900 in the
Huddersfield Daily Examiner in 1963 when Thomas Kaye’s store celebrated its centenary:
that drawing suggests that Alfred Kaye had operated the business with Harry Monnington
joining him later – above the door it says “Alfred Kaye” and signs either side say “Kaye &
Monnington”.  The Trimming House window signs proclaimed “Ribbons, Laces, Silks,
Gloves, Hosiery, Furs, Needlework”: it was a substantial shop.  After 1908, Norman Kaye ran
this as the “top shop” - a separate entity until a rebuilding programme in the 1920s5.

It is possible that Alfred Kaye and Harry Monnington both retired after selling their shop and
business in 1908: Alfred would have been 64 although Harry was almost a decade younger.
As to what happened to Alfred’s son, Albert KAYE, is for further research.

The Monnington’s retired to Harrogate, living at Bycroft, Throstle West Drive, Pannal.  It
would seem there was property or land involved as, when Harry died in 1915, “The Throstle
Nest Estate” purchased the burial plot6.  Probate records show Henry James left over £9,000.
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4 Information provided by Local Studies at Huddersfield Library.
5 Huddersfield Daily Examiner, Thursday February 28th 1963 article about Centenary of Kayes
departmental store.  The article includes contemporary drawing of “The Trimming Shop” (artist
unknown)
6 Confirmed by Harrogate Borough Council Bereavement Services, letter of 25 January 2005.


